
Blog of Shaun McCran - Architecting robust, elegant technical and business solutions: Combining persistent server side (ColdFusion) variables with client side (JQuery) values

Combining persistent server side (ColdFusion) variables with 
client side (JQuery) values

Posted At : 26 February 2010 17:27 | Posted By : Shaun McCran 
Related Categories: JQuery, Development, Coldfusion, AJAX

I stumbled upon an interested dilemma recently whilst building a search 
engine. The results of a search are returned, and can be viewed in a list 
or thumbnail view. The view toggle is a uses a JQuery function, so no 

persistent data is stored concerning a users current viewing option. The 
dilemma is how do you maintain the viewing mode across page reloads, 

such as for pagination, or filtering of the search results?

The views are both built, and toggled between using a JQuery function, 
like this:

<s/cript language="javascript">
        $(document).ready(function() {

                <cfif session.displaytype EQ "list">
                        $('##resultsgrid').hide();

                <cfelse>
                        $('##resultslist').hide();

                </cfif>

                // toggles the search boxes on clicking the noted link 
                $('a##search-toggle').click(function() {

                        $('##resultslist').toggle(400);
                        $('##resultsgrid').toggle(400);

  
              });

                        return false;
                });

        });
</script>

This code will hide one of two div's based on a session variable. It also 
includes the code to toggle the div's with a link, like this:
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<a href="javascript:void(0);" id="search-toggle">Toggle display</a>

The only way I could think of to persist the JQuery display selection was 
to store it as a server based session variable. I created a simple AJAX 
call and attached it to the toggle function, so that after each toggle the 

session variable was updated, like this:

$.ajax({
  type: "POST",

  url: "changedisplay.cfm",
  dataType: "html",

  cache: false,

In the template 'changedisplay.cfm' I simply update the session value to 
the opposite of its current value.

<cfif session.displaytype EQ "list">
        <cfset session.displaytype = "thumb">

<cfelse>
        <cfset session.displaytype = "list">

</cfif>

In this way the user can refresh or page through the result set and still 
maintain the same display. I'm really interested to see if anyone has 

done anything similar to this, or maybe taken a different angle.


