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I'll say this up front, I'm not a CSS guru. | like CSS, but it can be
incredibly frustrating. One of the clients | am currently producing work for
requires a high level of Accessibility. High enough that we need to avoid

using JavaScript unless any script has a "Non" JavaScript equivalent.

The site navigation is through a top level horizontal menu, but what if we
also want a drop down menu? Can we do it in CSS only, and it still be
Firefox, Internet Explorer 6,7 and 8 compatible?

Yes, we can, but it's a lot of code, and it's not pretty. The basic concept
behind most CSS menus is to use a list, and transform each list item to
suit your styling. So we will create a div, with a class of menu. Then
create a list inside it.

<di v cl ass="nenu">
<ul >
<li><a href="">Top menu option
<I--Tif IE 7]><!--></a><!--<l[endif]-->
<I--[if Ite |E 6] ><tabl e><tr><td><![endif]-->

<ul >
<li><a href="">Link 1</a></11i>
<li><a href="">Link 2</a></1i>
<li><a href="">Link 3</a></1i>
<li><a href="">Link 4</a></11>
<li><a href="">Link 5</a></1i>
<li><a href="">Link 6</a></1i>

</ ul >

<I--Tif Ite IE 6]></td></tr></table></a><![endif]-->
</li>

</ ul >

</ di v>
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Notice that there are some specific if statements relating to different
versions of Internet Explorer. these basically make the functionality the
same for each version, they are compensating for the differences in code
handling between IE versions.

Next create a set of CSS styles to alter the appearance of the list. | am
not going to go into the CSS line by line, as it is commented, but I'll
explain the methodology behind it.

The top level menu item is always displayed, but the list is hidden using
"visibility:hidden". When the user mouse's over the menu div the CSS
applies a:hover ul{visibility:visible;. This makes the list visible.

M&JC“/HMQ/NDXWM_LOSHiaHEM'ﬁumlmwww&mgHmem1Hﬁwme:
ght : 32px; position:relative; z-index:100; border-right:1px solid #000; font-fam

/* hack to correct IE5.5 faulty box nodel */
* htm . menu {w dth:149px; w\idth: 149px;}

* renove all the bullets, borders and padding fromthe default list styling *
.menu ul {padding:0; margin:0;list-style-type: none;}
.menu ul ul {w dth:149px; }

o make it horizontal and a relative position so that you can control the dropdow
.menu i {float:left;w dth: 149px; position:relative;}

/* style the links for the top |evel */
c#fff; w dth: 138px; height: 30px; border:1px solid #000; border-w dth: 1px 0 1p

/* a hack so that IE5.5 faulty box nodel is corrected */
* html .nmenu a, * htm .nmenu a:visited {w dth: 149px; w\idth: 138px; }

/* style the second | evel background */

.drop, .nmenu ul ul a.drop:visited {background: #cOcOcc url (arrow. gi f) no-repeat |13

/* style the second | evel hover */
enu ul ul a.drop: hover{background: #cOcOcc url (arrow. gi f) no-repeat 130px centerf; ]
I ul ul :hover > a.drop {background: #cOcOcc url (arrow. gi f) no-repeat 130px cenfe

de the sub levels and give them a positon absolute so that they take up no room
lity: hidden; position:absol ute; height:0;top: 31px;|eft:0; w dth:149px; bor der -t dp:

/* anot her hack for IE5.5 */
* htm .menu ul ul {top:30px;t\op: 31px;}

tyle the table so that it takes no part in the layout - required for IE to worfk
.menu table {position:absolute; top:0; left:0; border-coll apse:coll apse;}
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/* style the second |evel links */
ckground: ghostwhite; col or: #000; height:auto; |ine-height:lem paddi ng: 5px 10px];

/* yet another hack for IE5.5 */
* htm .menu ul ul a, * html .nenu ul ul a:visited {w dth: 150px; w i dt h: 128px; }

/* style the top | evel hover */
.menu a: hover, .nmenu ul ul a:hover{col or: #000; background: #c0cOcc; }
.menu :hover > a, .nmenu ul ul :hover > a {color:#000; background: #c0cOcc; }

/* make the second | evel visible when hover on first level list ORIink */
.menu ul Ii:hover ul,
.menu ul a:hover ul{visibility:visible;}

There are also a lot of other browser specific hacks present, as the aim
was to get the menu working in every Internet Explorer version, and be
Accessible.

There is a demo of this here: CSS menu demo



http://www.mccran.co.uk/css/demo.cfm

