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A recent development involved some changes to a large script that was
using a product called ImageMagick ( link ). It is an image manipulation
tool that allows you to perform transformations and other actions on
image files. The product seems stable enough, and can be executed
from a web interface using cfexecute, in a kind of command line prompt
method.

It got me thinking as to why the application wasn't using cfimage, and
then lead me to examine the wider topic of whether to use ColdFusion's
in built functionality, or opt for other third party products.

| can think of a few obvious deciding factors for both pro and con, the first
that springs to mind is performance.

Is there a marked performance difference between a ColdFusion
function, and the third party application? Is it better to pass the load of to
the operating system, rather than have ColdFusion perform whatever
processing function it is supposed to do? In this case it would be a race
between cfexecute, and cfimage, so there may be very little difference in
it.

The second major point that springs to mind is the knowledge base of the
developer, and the structure of whatever framework you are using. What
| really mean by this is 'if your chosen technology can perform a function,
why not utilise it to its full potential?' . It seems a bizarre choice indeed to
deliberately not harness a function that your platform can already
provide, and instead introduce another code base or application into the
framework.


www.imagemagick.org/
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It also introduces another hurdle for the development staff, they may well
be familiar with how an existing Tag works, but be totally unaware of the
third party application, as was my case here.

A long winded intro, but here is the code | used:

<l--- setup vars --->
<cfset variables.destination = "C \dev\i mages\testinage.jpg">
<cfset variabl es.source = "C \dev\images\testimge.jpg">
<cfset variables.width = "100">
<cfset variabl es. height = "100">
<cfset variabl es. exec = "C: \dev\apps\i mageMagi ck\ convert. exe">
<l--- executing an external application version --->
#yari abl es. wi dt h# #vari abl es. source# -geonetry #vari abl es. hei ght# -strip #vari abl
<!--- CFinmage version --->
ce#" action="resize" w dth="#variabl es. w dt h#" hei ght ="#vari abl es. hei ght #" dest | n:




