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One of the things I find myself doing a lot in JQuery is getting and setting 
html attributes. It is very easy indeed to get the values of attributes, much 
like the old style document.getElementById javascript method, except in 

JQuery it is much easier.

This article is the first in a planned series demonstrating some of the key 
concepts of the JQuery library, and how to use it, starting at a beginner 

level and working up.

 .Here is an example of getting attributes using JQuery

In this article we are using the .attr() method to use JQuery to read html 
attribute values from elements within the DOM.

<s/cript language="javascript" src="pathTo/jquery.js"></s/cript>

<s/cript type="text/javascript">
$(document).ready(function() {

        $("#getId").click(function() {
                var data = $("div").attr("id");

                alert(data);
        });

        $("#getClass").click(function() {
                var data = $("div").attr("class");

                alert(data);
        });

        $("#getIdent").click(function() {
                var data = $("div").attr("ident");

                alert(data);
        });

        $("#getContent").click(function() {
                var data = $("div").html();

                alert(data);
        });

        });

http://www.mccran.co.uk/examples/jquery-get-set
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        });
</s/cript>

<a id="getId" href="#">Get me the div's id</a><br>
<a id="getClass" href="#">Get me the div's class</a><br>

<a id="getIdent" href="#">Get me a self created element</a><br>
<a id="getContent" href="#">Get me the div's content</a><br>

<div id="div Number One" class="textholder" ident="This isn't a real html element">
This text is inside a div

</div>

Looking at the code above we can see that we include a reference to the 
JQuery library, then we have four functions. Each of these four functions 

has a trigger in the four links below it, that triggers the attribute read.

The important line in each function is this one:

var data = $("div").attr("id");

This has a selector of the div element on the page, and then the attr() 
method, which when you pass in an attributeName will return the first 

value of that attribute, if it exists. If you pass in an attributeName and a 
value you can set the attribute, but I'll handle that in a different Blog entry.

So the line above we are saying get me the value of the id attribute.

An important note about this is that there is no validation on the 
attributes, IE they do not need to be valid html attributes, as in the case 

of the third link in the code above. I find this a little weird, but very useful. 
The only thing to watch out for is that if you do something like this then 

and W3C or WCAG validation will fail, because your html is invalid.

 .Here is an example of getting attributes using JQuery

http://www.mccran.co.uk/examples/jquery-get-set
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A lot of this information is documented on the JQuery API site here: 
 .http://api.jquery.com/attr/

http://api.jquery.com/attr/

