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| have recently spent some time building a dynamic XML driven form
generator. The last element of this was the checkbox form element. All
my other fields were being validated as either required, or needing a
certain length using the JQuery Validation plug-in. ( http://jquery.
bassistance.de/validate/ )

This article explains how | put together a checkbox validation routine
using the Validate plug-in.

Start of by including the JQuery library and the Validation plug-in.
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<htn >
<head>

ext /javascript" src="http://ajax.googl eapi s. com aj ax/|ibs/jquery/1.3.2/jquery.I
<s/cript type="text/javascript" src="jquery.validate.pack.js"></script>

m |

Next create a small form with your checkbox values in. In the example

below | am listing a series of pie flavours (I like Pie). They all have the

same 'name' attribute. There is also a final option for users who with to
enter their own values.

<style type="text/css">
{paddi ng: 0; margin:10; font-famly: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 12|

#fl avour | abel .error {display: none;}
| abel . error {color:red; padding: 5px;}

</styl e>

DX

</ head>


http://jquery.bassistance.de/validate/
http://jquery.bassistance.de/validate/
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<body>
<hl>What is your favourite type of Pie?</hl>

<f orm met hod="post" id="form >
<fieldset id="flavour">

<
<i nput nanme="flavour" id="1" type="checkbox" val ue="1"/>Ham & Miushroonxbr/ >
<i nput nanme="flavour" id="2" type="checkbox" val ue="2"/>Steak & Al e<br/>
<i nput nanme="flavour" id="3" type="checkbox" val ue="3"/>Chi cken<br/>
<i nput nanme="flavour" id="4" type="checkbox" val ue="4"/>Vegetari an<br/>
<i nput nanme="flavour" id="other" type="checkbox" val ue="5"/>C her<br/>
<p></p>
I f O her<br><input type="text" nane="otherFl avour">
</fieldset>
<p><i nput class="subnmit" type="subnit" val ue="Submnit"/></p>
</fornp
</ body>
</htm >

abel for="flavour" class="error">Pl ease sel ect at | east one fl avour. <br></1| abe

Lastly we must construct the Validate plug-in script. The script attaches
itself to the id 'form’, and validates against the ‘flavour' fields. By
declaring that ‘flavour: { required : true}' we are saying that the form
element 'flavour' must exist. Also the 'minlength' declaration here can be
used to determine how many of the checkbox values are required.
Changing it to 3 will force the user to make 3 selections.

The 'otherFlavour' requirement is a little tricker. It is required based on
the condition of the '#other' field(id) having been selected. Only then will
the validation rules for that element be run. In this case a length check to

make sure it has a value.

<s/cript type="text/javascript">
$().ready(function() {
$("#fornm').validate({
rules: {
flavour: {required: true, mnlength: 1},
ot her Fl avour: { required: function(el enent){
i f ($(' #other').is(':checked")
return true;
} else {
return fal se

}
S
m nlength: 1

}
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b
nmessages: {otherFlavour: "Please specify a different flavour."
1)
1)
</script>

Using this code it is possible to enforce client side checkbox validation.
You can see an example of this here .


http://www.mccran.co.uk/examples/jqueryvalidate/index.cfm

